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Professor Fang Kaitai receives China s 2008 State Natural Science Award
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Emeritus Professor Fang Kaitai was presented
with the 2008 State Natural Science Award
(Second Level) by China’s State Council.
Professor Fang’s project, Theory,
Methodology and Applications of Uniform
Design, was carried out in collaboration with
Professor Wang Yuan, an HKBU Honorary
Doctor of Science and Fellow of the
Academy of Mathematics and System
Sciences of the Chinese Academy of
Sciences. Their work was one of 34 award-
winning projects.

Professor Fang was greatly honoured to
receive a national award. “My special thanks
go to the funding bodies, my collaborator and
the University. | am grateful to President Ng
Ching-fai and Professor Rick Wong, Dean of
Science, for their continuous encouragement.
I also wish to thank all the research and
supporting colleagues who provided me with
unfailing support.”

Professor Fang Kaitai receives the prestigious award at the Great Hal
of the People in Beijing
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The award-winning project took a multi-disciplinary approach and involved number theory, statistics and
numerical analysis. The project was the first in creating a theory and methodology of uniform design and
exploring how it relates to classical factorial design, modern optimal design, supersaturated design and
combinatorial design. The project was especially praised for its originality and its contribution in opening up a
new direction for future research and establishing a new Chinese school of thought.

Professor Fang served the University for 15 years as Chair Professor and Head of the Department of
Mathematics. In 2006, he joined the Beijing Normal University — Hong Kong Baptist University United
International College in Zhuhai.

Professor Fang became known as the “Father of Uniform Design” after he collaborated with Professor Wang
Yuan in 1978 to invent the concept of uniform design, which has become one of the major factorial
experimental designs in the devising of computer experiments. The concept has gained international
recognition and is applied in a variety of fields, including space science, chemical engineering, the
pharmaceutical industry and automobile manufacture.
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