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Mathematics*

A flying start at Princeton - “The Holy Land of Mathematics”

It was “a dream come true” for
Li Dong, a Year 3 Mathematics stu-
dent of Hong Kong Baptist Univer-
sity (HKBU), who has been admitted
by Princeton University to enroll
directly in its PhD programme.
Princeton, known as “The Holy Land
of Mathematics”, also awarded him
a highly desirable “Centennial
Fellowship”.

Before joining the first batch of
mainland students the University
recruited for its undergraduate
programmes, Li Dong was among
those eligible for admission to
Tsinghua University. With the strong
and sustaining support of HKBU
teachers, classmates and friends, he
has overcome difficulties in adapt-
ing to the academic environment and
the local lifestyle both on campus
and in Hong Kong.

The encouraging academic
ambience and the harmonious
relations between teachers and
students have deeply impressed Li.
“l have enjoyed a rewarding cam-
pus life at HKBU, both in terms of
academic pursuits and personal
development, that is far beyond my
expectation,” he smiled.

Recognising the importance of
nurturing talents, HKBU has given
Li Dong opportunities to conduct
research projects, participate in
international conferences and even

attend postgraduate classes during
his second year of undergraduate
study. With a questioning mind and
challenging ideas, Li once showed
his extraordinary potential by
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young people to be determined and
farsighted in their lifelong studies
and career. He is exemplary of
HKBU'’s pursuits in promoting aca-
demic research, cross-cultural

Inspiring figures...Mathematics Department professors, including Prof. Fred Hickernell, Head of
Mathematics Department (fourth from right), Prof. Tang Tao (third from right) and Dr. Ng Sze-kui
(first from left), with student Li Dong (centre).
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finding an original and creative
solution to a problem posed by a
visiting scholar from Germany.

Li Dong attributed his outstand-
ing achievement to the ceaseless
academic and research inspiration
he obtained from his professors
in the Mathematics Department,
particularly Prof. Tang Tao and Dr.
Ng Sze-kui. “Their fervent support
and valuable advice has led me to
develop a passionate interest in
Mathematics,” he said.

“Diligence, confidence,
curiosity, initiative and aspiration
for excellence are essential ele-
ments of success.” Li Dong advises

exchange, whole-person education
and internationalisation.

Besides Li Dong, the first batch
of mainland students who studied in
HKBU also achieved excellent aca-
demic performance. Most of them
continued their studies, including
three admitted by the prestigious
University of California, Los Angeles;
University of California, San Diego;
and University of Wisconsin-Madison.
Four will pursue postgraduate
studies in Hong Kong, and one will
join the accounting profession in a
local “Big Five” accountancy firm.
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Prof. Rick Wong, Acting Dean of Science, with
four mainland graduates — (back row, from
left) Mr. Wang Nai (Biology), Miss Poon Yeuk-
yu (Accounting), Miss Wu Tongtong
(Mathematics) and Mr. Hui Sheng (Physics)
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