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Date: 27 March 2009 (Friday)
Time: 4:15-5:15 pm (Preceded by Reception at 3:45 pm)

Venue: WLB203, The Wing Lung Bank Building,
Shaw Campus, Hong Kong Baptist University
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Abstract

There are three parts in this presentation:

1. A brief introduction to the U.S. Supreme Court is given, with particular emphasis on its composition. A surprising factis
that the number of Supreme Court Justices has not always been nine; indeed, it was never fixed as an odd number. At
various times, there were six, eight, and ten Justices.

2. A 5-4 Supreme Court vote in 2000 that selected George W. Bush as the next U.S. President is described in some detail. It
was a vote that would impact world politics and finances.

3. The Second Rehnquist Court (1994-2005) is chosen for a case study. This Court had the second longest reign in U.S.
history, and the longest in over 180 years. The following Mathematical Problem is discussed: “Construct a low-rank
approximation of the voting pattern that preserves the voting margins.”
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The Medium of Instruction: Cantonese
For enquires please contact Ms. Candy Li, 3411 5056.

http:/ /www.math.hkbu.edu.hk/
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Dear Sir./ Madam,

Public Lecture on Mathematics:

U.S. Supreme Court: Facts and Figures

We are pleased to inform you that Prof. Franklin Luk, HKBU Vice-President (Academic), will
be delivering a Public Lecture on Mathematics on 27 March 2009 (Friday). On behalf of the
Department of Mathematics, Hong Kong Baptist University (HKBU), I would like to invite you and
your students to participate in the above event. This lecture is delivered in Cantonese and is
suitable for students of Form 4 and above. It provides a valuable opportunity for secondary school
students to spark enthusiasm and cultivate interest in studying mathematics.

The lecture will be held at WLB203, The Wing Lung Bank Building, Shaw Campus, Hong
Kong Baptist University, Kowloon Tong from 4:15 pm to 5:15 pm (reception at 3:45 pm). Shuttle
service from MTR Kowloon Tong Station to the venue is provided upon prior arrangement.

Enclosed please find the poster of the event. If you are interested in joining the event, please
kindly fill up the reply slip below and return to us by fax to 3411-5811. Should you have any
enquiries, please do not hesitate to contact Ms. Candy Li at 3411-5056. We look forward to seeing
you and your students at Prof. Franklin Luk’s lecture.

Yours sincerely,

Pro%/

Head and Professor of Statistics

Reply Slip — Public Lecture on Mathematics (27 March 2009)
(Please complete and return by fax to 3411-5811)

Name of school:

Number of participants: (student) (teacher)
Will you require free shuttle service? [ |Yes [ |No

Contact person:
Tel. No.: Fax No.: Email:
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