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Calculus test in some mandarin universities
The Academy of Mathematics and Systems Sciences, CAS.
Qun Lin

Calculus is the greatest common factor among the mathematical
teachers. Everybody can make comments about it. It has many versions,
but is largely identical but with minor differences. In a word, it will be
too long and too hard if we insist on the rigor. If we abandon the rigor,

that is not the “mathematics” in the Eulid meaning.



Our problem: Can we make it both rigorous and short and easy
without increasing the students’ load? We have made some tests which
show not only the undergraduates but the senior high school students can
grasp it. In fact, such a version, the “shortest calculus”, has been talked
to 11" grade high school students by a senior high school student. So, we
would like to take this opportunity to discuss with our calculus

colleagues.



