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In this lecture, I give an overview of security printing, including a 15-year historical perspective 
focused on variable data printing (VDP), the core engine to effective countermeasures to coun-
terfeiting of branded/labeled goods. Among the security printing approaches, I will cover color 
& progressive barcodes, the image based forensic service, the global product authentication ser-
vice, other product recall and authentication services, and VDP security features such as micro-
text, guilloches and other graphical alphanumerics, and void pantographs. I close with the 
future of illicit economy prevention by describing multi-VDP workflows, illuminating the rela-
tionship between tracking, authentication, forensics and inspection.
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